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ASUNTO! Que este Departanento ds Balubridad conrl
ra que la terspeutice é& la neuro-s{filis
por el chocue insul{nico, debds ser motivo

, amplias investigaciones clent{ficas.

' 8572501 )
Uéxico, D.F., a 21 de n(pé_ubn Y 1939.

0. Oficial Mayor ds la Secretar{a - p
4o le Defensa Naclonal, '
Calle de la Moneda, % =,
OIUDAD. i

”

06733

. La Oficina General 4 T2 Cazpafia Antive-

nérea con memorandus No. 36-II-1198 de fecha 11 del actua’

renitié a esta Seoretar{a General copia del memorandum Ko

36-I1-1101 fochado el 26 de agosto (ltimo, con el ocual hi

20 del conocinolento ds eesta propia oficina el contenido 4

atento oficio de usted ¥o, 0584k, Exp. r/512,5/11 de fech

3 del mismo agosto y en relacién al menoionedf.oficlo ten
go el agrado de nanifestar a usted lo sigulente:

/i) pepartanento Ae Salubridad Piblica ti
ne conooiniento de los numerosos trabajos realizadoe por
Doctor Donato P. Oarc{a en nuestro pafs y en Boston, Wasr
ton y Austi{n, Texas, E,U.A., sobre ol tratasiento de la £
filis, particularmente la neurc-s{filis, por medlo del of
oue insulinico.”

”A juzgar por los referidos trabajos, as!
oomo por las opiniones emitidas sobre ellos por npocul;
tas de nusstro pafs ¥y Estados Unidos, la terapeltica de °
neurn-si{filis por 81 choque insulf{nico descansa sobre fu
damentos rigurosamente o:gnttflco-. Los resultados obte:
dos redelan que 1, curacion o mejorfa es mis rapidamente
tenida que con el tratanmiento clasico, a Juzgar por le o
lucién clfnica del padeciziento, y el resultado ce las r
clones seroldgicas de suero sangufnec y la del 1{quido c
lo- racufdeo.n

Las reacciones observadss a consecuencl
ds1 choque insulfnico fueron en un princinio alarnantes,
ro a medida que se ha perfeccionado ls técnica de splich
ds) procedimiento, han verido slondo cada ver menos inte

Comments of Mexican Military on IPT — Letter 2: September 21, 1939



OEFENOEMNCIA

HEA

-2 e oL O li_w

OLPARTANMENTO SIFEEnTe —

ot
SALUBMOAD PUBLICA
ASUNTO!

¥y tanto para Juzgar en definitiva sobre la inoouldad del
cedimliento como sobre 8l la curaocion de 1la s{rilis obten
por el mismo ea radical o no, se necesitn tener informac
miés completa sobre un nimero mayor de casos tratados y p
un tilempo largo que pernitn llegar a conolusiones defini
vas sobre un nadecimiento ouya evolueidn natural o bajo

influencia de la terepeltica es de suyo larga,

Pensamos nosotros que este tratamiento
4ad0 buen resultado, sobre todo en los casos de venéreo-
Tilis reciente y que on las formas antiguas con lesiones
catriciales no ae logran buenos resultados. .

Por eetas y otras rezones este Departar
to considera que la terapeitica de le neuro-sifilis por
choque ineulfnioo, debe ser motivo de ampliae investigac
nes clentffioas, por tratarse de un asunto de gran inte:
tedrico y ordotico,

Eetimamos que vale la pena estimular t:
interesante estudio por las posibilidades que tiene par:
futuro y por tratarse de un wédioo mexioano sl que prea«
la iniciativa, ocuya labor es onoonxzblo J representa un
ble esfuerzo de investigaoidn olent{fioam,

. Protesto a usted las seguridades de mi
ta y dlotinguida coneidereoidn,

BUFRAOIO EFECTIVO., NO REELEOCION,
EL SECRETARIO

Y
F..
/ Dr. Alberto P,

”~  ACURRDO
éxico,D.F/ 8 28 de septiecdbre de 1939,
TRLISCRIDASE AL INTYERESADO PARA SU CONOCIMIENTO Y .
SATISCACEION «=COIf COPIA PARA LA DIMECCICH GRIERAL
2 WNUE 3 DE LA SECRETARIA DE HACIRNDA Y CREDITO

+U.DEL SREAL DE BRIG, DIRECTOR,
EL GRUEAAL D.UG,D,E,!.SUBDLIECTOR,
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English Translation — Letter Two

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PROPOSED: That the Department of Health considers that the Treatment of neurosyphilis with
the insulin shock therapy is Deserving of comprehensive scientific investigation.

Mexico, D.F., September 21, 1939
The Senior Official of the Secretary of National Defense Calle de le Moneda CIUD AD.

The General Official of the Anti- Venereal Disease Campaign through memorandum No. 36-11-
1198 dated the 11™ of this month, has sent to the General Secretary copies of the memorandum
No. 36-11-1101 dated August 20™ of last year, and through these communications has made
known in that office the contents of you official notice No. 05844, Exp. F/512, 5/11 dated August
3", in relation to which it is my pleasure to inform you of the following;:

“The Department of Public Health is aware of a number of experiments performed by Dr. Donato
P. Garcia both in this country and in Boston, Washington and Austin, Texas in the USA
concerning the treatment of syphilis — in particular neurosyphilis — using a modality called
insulin shock therapy.”

“As demonstrated in the above experiments, and as corroborated by the opinions of medical
specialists both in the USA and this country, the treatment of neurosyphilis by the insulin shock
therapy is something that is based on rigorous fundamentals of science. The results obtained
have revealed that the curing or improvement produced is much more rapid, as indicated both
by the clinical evolution of the patients under treatment and the changes in the serologic
reactions of their blood and cerebrospinal fluid.”

“The reactions observed as a consequence of the insulin shock were at first alarming, however to
the degree that the technique of application for the procedure became more perfected, these
reactions have become diminished — showing the actual innocuousness of the procedure, while
the question remains whether the curing of syphilis by same is radically effective or not, and it
will be necessary to have more complete documentation on a larger series of cases and over a
longer period of time to permit arriving at any definite conclusions about this illness with its
natural evolution particularly after long term treatment.”

“We think that this treatment has produced good results, particularly in cases of early syphilis
while older more advanced forms of the disease with scarred lesions have not responded as
well.”

“Because of this and other reasons, this Department considers that the treatment of neurosyphilis
by insulin shock therapy deserves intensive scientific investigation by virtue of its propositions
being of such great theoretical and practical interest.”

“We consider that it would be well worth our effort to undertake this interesting study on
account of its future possibilities, and on account of this Mexican doctor who has created this
initiative, whose treatment is economical, and which work is already supported by a certain force
of scientific investigation.”



I offer you my sincerest regards and most distinguished consideration.
The Secretary General
(signed)

Dr. Alberto P. Leon





